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�� �� �� Welcome to the November issue of the Newsletter. 
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The Seventh and final Society Day of the Summer 2007 Season saw 19 members and guests of the 
Society travel across the Mersey to the Woolton Golf Course.  
 

Given the bad weather we were worried that it may be another Denbigh washout day but luckily the 
clouds had cleared early on and the course was open, all be it only on selected holes. There followed a 
period of intense consultation which we considered how best to get 18 holes, in, how to change the 
cards, what to do with the stroke index's and, most importantly of all, how much discount we could 
negotiate with the Pro. 
 

Given its location (in the centre’ish of Liverpool) Woolton was found to be a nice course, with some 
interesting holes. It has to be said that playing the course twice (some of it anyway)( did help most 
members, as familiarity the second time round meant it was easier to find 
the bunkers and other hazards that you missed the first time round as you 
didn’t know they were there.  
   
The Days overall winner was Steve Crayford on a grand total of 38 
points, very closely followed by Ralph ‘Birthday Boy’ Vaughan on 37 
points. These were chased by a group of golfers on 35 points, with Tom 
Rogers nudging into third place on count back ahead of Ian Taylor, 
Graham Coupe and Carl Hayhurst.  
 

Other results from the Day were;- 
The Longest Drive was driven by Neil ‘Big Balls’ McNay 

and the 
Society Nearest-the-Pin ball was positioned by Ralph ‘Birthday Boy’ Vaughan 

.  

In case you were wondering, the reason there’s no pictures to go with the above is that we really didn’t 
want to include a picture of the Captain shaking hands with himself, and Ralph had made a quick exit to 
go and see what presents he’d got for his birthday (isn’t it nice when you find someone still getting 
excited about their presents at his age)  

The Captains Day Nearest-the-Pins were won by, in no particular order, Steve Crayford, Steve 
Dickinson and Tom Rogers. 
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The Best Stapleford Pairs on the day was (surprise surprise) Ralph and Peter on 42, and the Random 
Card Draw was won by Dave Worron.  
 
Worthy of note was that our captain, in an efforts to go out in a blaze of glory (and positive cash flow) , 
got his 2 on the 4th hole, but unfortunately it was not to be as Steve Dickinson also hit a two (despite 
apparently getting the shakes during his putting) on the 17th. Therefore the cash pot carries forward, with 
several members heard to mutter along the lines of “now its over £200 it’s worth trying for”. 
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The Annual Challenge Match took place this year against an All-Stars Team from the Blue Anchor, and 
was held on Sat 13th October at the Mollington course. The Society has visited this course several times 
over its history, and several members commented on how much it had improved and matured. 
Personally, I was happy that they’d cut the grass on the fairways, and I could now hit a ball a reasonable 
distance with a degree of accuracy which meant I didn’t have to hit every bit of water they had. 

 

 
 
The team had been prepared by our Captain, “come on lads, we’ve got to 
win this Cup sometime” and we are please to report that we took these 
words to heart and came though the winners by a reasonable margin. 
Below are some photos taken on the day. 
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The above event took place on the 3rd November in the Bar of the Grange Public House. Proceedings 
started just before 8pm with rounds of drinks being bought at the bar, and this particular activity 
continued through out the evening, with short intervals for the Award Giving and part taking of food. 

During the evening several prizes / trophies were awarded to those who deserve them, a summary of 
which is given below for those who were unable to attend. �
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As you are all aware the August Society Day at Hawkstone Park was 
held for the Bob Hitchmough Trophy, donated in memory by one of 
his close friends. It was only fitting therefore that members of Bob’s 
family were invited to be present at the Awards evening, and present 
the Trophy to the days winner, Ian Taylor.  

 ��������������%�

Won by our very own Ralph Vaughan (note size of Cup relative to Ralph 
– and they say size isn’t everything). Ralph was unable to be present to 
collect his prize, so picture reproduced from Octobers newsletter, where 
a full report on the Day can be read. 
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Enough said about this one earlier in this newsletter, apart from Well Done to all the Team Members 
who represented the Society. 
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The culmination of many matches held over the Summer Season, the eventual winner not quite being 
decided yet due to the cumulative effects of bad weather on Society Days. The Finalists, Tan Taylor and 
Alan Bennett, hope to find a couple of hours in their busy diaries to go and settle it (if weather persists 
then its rumoured a game of dominoes will sort it out). Following mutual consultation it was arranged to 
play the match at Leasowe Golf course with a mid day start to ensure a full round could be got in; 
unfortunately half of Leasowe had the same idea so the course was full. The match was refereed by both 
the Ex captain and Present Captain (are they trying to tell us something) and following a close and 
challenging match Alan just managed to pip Ian at the post. It is believed that video footage has been 
recorded on mobiles phones to show the Handicap Secretary.  
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With the Summer Season finally over the scores were entered in to the computer and adjustments made 
for the closing season handicaps. All in all it was a very close result, as can be seen below. Just to 
remind everyone of the rules;- 
1) You play the competition as a Pair, even if your partner never turns up  Your Partner (that’s you 

Dave) doesn’t even need to turn up for the Awards Evening, they just have to help get you to the 
Award 

2) Over the whole of the summer season your eclectic score is assembled for the ‘Best Round’, i.e. the 
lowest score on any 1st hole, any 2nd, any 3rd etc etc. 
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3) This ‘best’ round is ‘played’ on the Hoylake course, using the average of your combined end of 

season handicaps, and your Stapleford score calculated. The highest Stapleford score wins. 
4) Despite the apparent randomness of the method, the fact remains that the competition is won by the 

most consistent golfers (well I would say that wouldn’t I), who get out to 
Society events on a regular basis (and who hit the odd amazing hole just to 
boost their score). The over all results were;- 
1st Place  Dave Evans & Alan Bennett  65 Stapleford  
2nd Place  Andy Harvey & Steve Crayford 64 Stapleford  
3rd Place Pete Conner & Peter McNay  63 Stapleford  
4th Place Neil McNay & CarlHayhurst  61 Stapleford  

  Ralph Vaughan & Peter Smythe 61 Stapleford  
 

#����
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If you thought the rules behind the above Award were complicated, wait for this one. The award tries to 
reflect the best consistent golfer over the season, by means of the following;- 
1) for each course calculate the individual ‘net’ score, i.e. if you were playing off a summer season 

handicap of 10 and shot 84 on a par 72 course your ‘net’ score would be +2. 
2) take the sum of the individuals best 4 ‘net’ scores over the whole season (you have to play at least 4 

matches to qualify for this award) 
3) then make an adjustment of –1 for each Nearest-the-Pin and/or Longest Drive won during the 

season. 
4) The end result is your ‘Best Golfer’ score. 
 

Having burnt out several computers in generating and analysing the 
available data, and then resorting to old fashioned pen and paper, and 
finally throwing a load of names up in the air and picking them off the floor 
in order, the following results resulted. 

1st Place  Ian Taylor   with – 3 points 

2nd Place  Ralph Vaughan   with    1 point 

3rd Place Graham Coupe & Steve Crayford with 10 points 

4th Place  James Arathoon  with 15 points 
 

+
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This ones dead simple (that’s the rules governing the Award, not the Awardee), 
where by all members get to vote for the Golfer that they feel best represents 
the true essence of golfing, as perhaps summarised by the R & A guideline 
“The Game relies on the integrity of the individual to …. abide by the rules. All 
players should conduct themselves in a disciplined manner, demonstrating 
courtesy and sportsmanship at all times, irrespective of how competitive they 
may be. This is the Spirit of the game of golf”.  
After a close vote, Steve Crayford was voted as 
such. 
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This is awarded to the person who gives the captain the biggest Bung  the 
Captain believes to be the most deserving member, which could be a 
combination of best improved, friendliest, played the most jammy shots, 
nearest to the Bar, best set of golf clubs, etc, but most of all is the most 
deserving of the Award. This year the prize went to our very own Carl 
Hayhurst; well deserved Carl. 
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Just a quick reminder of those members who achieved this during the season (not always the longest but 
often the most accurate as they hit the fairway);- 
Graham Coupe Neil McNay  Steve Dickinson 
Steve Crayford Dave Worron  Ralph Vaughan 

������������+�	��

Just a quick reminder also of those members who achieved this during the season (always the most 
accurate as they at least hit the green);- 
 

Ralph Vaughan Steve Crayford Carl Hayhurst 
Steve Crayford Steve Dickinson Steve Crayford 
 
It has to be said that Steve Crayford’s balls have been taken away for independent analysis to check for 
any homing devices that may have been fitted; this may explain his limping around the Woolton course.   
 

-��!�	��%��	��

In order to increase the number of people able to win an award (otherwise they may not come back next 
year if they don’t pick anything up) the following members achieved the accolade of the highest net 
score on the day, whilst at the same time actually finishing every hole.. 
 

In the interests of Political Correction the Society is not permitted to celebrate a persons none 
achievements, but can only celebrate positive achievements. As such the ‘winners’ for this category will 
have to remain anoyminous – sorry about that Gordon, Andy, and Dave. 
 
The final task of the evening (apart from the drinking) was for the old 
Captain to handover to the new Captain, which went really well with no 
obvious signs of doubt on Neil’s part. Tom eventually managed to grab the 
mike out of Neil’s hand and say a few words of thanks etc, and we would 
like to add to these to congratulate Neil on such a successful year as 
captain. Now it’s up to you Tom, after all, how hard can it be, all you’ve 
got to do is turn up, hit your balls straight (could be a problem here), nod to 
the members and stride off down the fairway muttering about bad slices, 
unlucky bounces, gusts of wind etc.  
 

Tom was soon seen to be celebrating his new status by dancing the 
Funky Captain Dance, much to the apparent amusement of other dance 
floor participants who were seen to be holding themselves up they were 
laughing so much. Meanwhile our Treasurer was seen in the corner, head 
in hands, muttering “God help us this year, he’s (Tom) only sold 4 
tickets and in the process completely cocked up the tickets, money and 
prizes – keep him away”. 
�
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(Ian, Tom and Alan and now Graham can skip this section) In keeping with the society tradition of being 
at the cutting edge of technology the Society  now has a Web site. To access the web site please go to 
the following address 
 

http://www.societygolfing.co.uk 
 

the Log In is    moretongrange 
 

and the password is   trembling 
 

Give it a try, and leave a message of support on the ‘Bulletins’ page. Plans are afoot for a more user 
friendly and Society specific web site, but this probably won’t be available until the end of the Winter 
season. 

�
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As promised the Society Handicap Committee met in order to reassess the Society handicaps of the 
various members. Now please be assured that a lot of beer thought went into this review and new 
handicaps have been assigned using a very old and well proven method (see Dictionary of Golf below). 
Seriously (not a term often bandied about in the Society) it is believed that the new Handicaps truly 
reflect an individuals ability on Society Days and as such should result in winners being drawn from a 
bigger pool of members than normal. To summarise;- 

a) The Handicaps are as per attached sheet 
b) The Handicaps will be reviewed each month as considered necessary, i.e. if you win beware. 
c) You can appeal against your handicap, but believe me, you better have a good case of beer. 
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In an attempt to continue to widen the golf knowledge base of the average member of the Society 
beyond that picked up from certain very loud and vocal elder members of the Society, we continue with 
the Dictionary of Golf. This month, several terms to be heard when discussing the allocation of 
Handicaps;- 
 
Slash him;- he won last time out 
 
Slash him as well;- he might win next time out 
 
Slash him also;- we don’t want him to win  
 
Leave his as is;- he’s already playing below 36 so we can only give him 28 
 

�
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Nothing new to teach you this month 
 

No charge for these gems from the Moreton Grange Golf Academy. 
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If there are any rules which you are un certain about, and which you would like explained in a way that 
will make you even more confused, then please let me know and I’ll try my best to be as vague as 
possible. 
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The following Society match, the first of the Winter Season, is a return journey to Denbigh  Golf 
Course, on the 30th September 2007, 1030 tee off, arrive 0930 for bacon butties and allocation of 
dinghy’s. Meal included, basically free unless you weren’t there the last time. This will be a Texas 
Scramble format Competition.  
 


