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�� �� �� Welcome to the October issue of the Newsletter. 
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The fifth Society Day of the Summer 2007 Season saw 17 members of the Society travel to 
Denbigh Golf Course. The day started with rain, and didn’t really get much better. 
Travelling along the A55 we were confronted with the traditional Welsh welcomes of 

“Spray, slow down” and then “Fog patches ahead”. What use the travel authorities thought it 
would do if only Mr Spray slowed down I don’t know; surely it would be better if we all 

slowed down!! Funny people the Welsh. Turning off the A55 we hit the B roads, and then the 
C roads, and eventually the Golf Club, though without a sign in sight how we all got there I 

don’t know – thank goodness for SatNavs.  
 

Driving into the car park we were greeted by horizontal rain, and passed a few brave 
souls in full wet weather gear marching head down towards what we assumed was 
the first tee – with hindsight I think they were all actually marching off to the pub. 
Anyway we proceeded into the clubhouse from whence we ate some welsh bacon 
butties whilst watching the horizontal rain some more. The general gist of the 
conversation was “wet”, with such Gems as “who the f!!K is stupid enough to book a 
golf day in the middle of summer”, “bring on Global Warming that’s what I say” and 
the classic “look, its easing off a bit now”. 
 

Never to say they don’t make golfers tough, all ventured out into the rain, even Nigel 
‘me me sugar’ Hall, with the sounds of the Golf Shop Pro ringing copious amounts 

of money into his till sending us on our way. By the time the first tee was reached 
most had started to wish they’d invested in a diver’s wet suit rather than the cheap and 
cheerful plastic type from Primark. Taking turns on the tee ready to hit the ball over the 
fairway puddles, those with glasses were at a distinct advantage as, looking down, they 
had between 6 to 12 balls to take aim at – surely one of them would make it.  

 

Having splashed through the fairway puddles we were graced with the green lakes, 
which made putting a new sort of aqua planing sport. Never the less we splashed on, 
wringing out our gloves between shots and draining standing water out of the golf bags 
using handy drain plugs. Often the call of “its easing off now” was heard resounding 
about the course (noise travels well over water I’ll have you know) closely followed by 
“that’s because your standing under a tree you d!!kh!!d”. 
 

By the 5th hole the Society members huddled together on one of the few remaining islands 
underneath the last of the intact umbrellas and made the decision to call it a day; either 

that or rename the Society “The Moreton Grange Underwater Golf Society”. Wading 
back to the car park the Captain went to talk to the Pro about refunds etc, having first to 

step over the dam which had been erected around the building. To be fair we did receive a 
full refund (well actually a free return trip) and played 5 holes of water golf. The rumour is 

that we may return in November for the first match of the Winter season – personally 
speaking, if we get horizontal rain in summer what the heck do we expect to get in winter.  
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And so, having fitted exhaust extensions to above the flood levels, the cars left the car park, and 
meandered around the C and B roads to eventually hit the A55, where a bit further down the road we 
met the hoards of other holiday makers deserting Wales in their tide marked cars.  
 

The Days overall winner was the weather, and the Golf pro who now has a very healthy interest free 
loan to use prior to our return. 

Other results from the Day (for those who actually floated through enough holes) were;- 
The Longest Drive was driven by   

Steve ‘pitching wedge’ Crayford (who narrowly beat Pete ‘driver’ Conner). 
The nearest Nearest-the-Pin ball was not considered measurable as the balls continually bobbed about  
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The Sixth Society Day of the Summer 2007 Season saw 26 members and guests of the Society return to 
the Northrop Hall Golf Course. The Society have played the course before, and it was a please to return. 
Mind you, after the washout at Denbigh and the abysmal service at Hawkstone, all they really needed to 
do was smile a bit and get us ok food on time and we would all have been happy. 
 
For some it proved to be an expensive course, a certain player losing three balls on the first hole alone. 
And the positioning of the Par 3 2nd hole straight after the first hole was a bit strange as players did tend 
to back up here. Not to worry, you then fed in to the Par 43rd whose tee position was very worrying 
unless you could produce a dramatic Draw shot at will. Some players decided to try and cut the corner 
by going over the trees, maybe not realising that the trees were so close that you would need a Harrier 
Jump Jet type ball to manage the shot – never mind, just reach into your bag and reload with another 
ball. All in all, it has to be said that the front nine did somewhat resemble a building site at times, but we 
are assured that its all in a good cause, and will show dividends if we return again. That said, the back 
nine part of the course was much more mature and better, and the delight at watching several members 
aim their tee shots towards Michael Owens windows was a pleasure (though taking their football support 
a bit to far). Most members came in with reasonable scores and all in all this is a good challenging 
course which we would play again. 
 
Having returned to the club house we all settled down to await what 
promised to be a good meal, even if it was only the left overs from 
the Clubs Championship do that was being held up stairs. It turns 
out that we were lucky to get in to day, as they were fitting us in 
between their competition rounds, and this did show in the rather 
cramped dining area. Not withstanding that we sat and waited 
patiently, then sat a bit more, then marvelled at the balloons they 
brought to distract us, and then held the Prize Giving ceremony, 
then, when we were just about to start singing that old favourite 
‘Why are we waiting’ the food turned up, and very nice it was also. 

   
The Days overall winner, and now proud owner (from afar) of the Charter 
Cup was Ralph ‘I knew those clubs would become a good investment at 
some stage’ Vaughan on a grand total of 36 
points, very closely followed by his partner 
Peter ‘my Boss will kill me’ Smythe on 35 
points, and a (comparatively) distant Ian 
‘Handicap right at last’ Taylor followed in 
third place with 33 points. It was very 

pleasing to see Ralph win, though why he choose to play out of his socks on 
this one and win a trophy that’s nearly as big as him we’ll never know.  
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Other results from the Day were;- 

The Longest Drive was driven by Steve ‘Boom’ 
Dickinson 

and 
The nearest Nearest-the-Pin ball was positioned 
yet again again by Steve ‘Old Fats (he wrote it 

not me)’ Crayford who nudged out Dave 
O’broken wing’ Rorke. 

 
The Best Stapleford Pairs on the day was (surprise surprise) Ralph and Peter on 44 points – but may be 
too little too late as far as the Pairs Competition is overall. The Random Card Draw was won yet again 
by Neil ‘that’ll be this years bonus’ McNay, probably something to do with the card being picked by one 
of the esteemed guests from the firm Charters.  
 
Finally the Society would express their thanks to Charters for once again 
sponsoring the event, and extend the warm Club of friendship to them to return 
again next year (when Peter and Neil promise to get their fingers out and win 
the trophy) 
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With the closing line in sight the jockeying for position is slowly getting 
sorted out. Heading the list appear to be Alan Bennett / Dave Evans on 

64 points (despite the cruel Rule 19’ing) with Andy Harvey / Steve 
Crayford now sitting comfortably in 2nd place now with 62 points, 
along with Pete Conner / Peter McNay. Ian Taylor / Graham Almond 
follow in 3rd with 60 points and Ralph Vaughan / Peter Smythe move 

into 4th with 58 points (helped by the kind PGA handicap movement). 
Neil McNay / Carl Hayhurst join last years winners GC / GC in 5th 

place on 56 points. 
 

With only one Society Day to go all Pairs need to make the most of the 
remaining time they have together to bond in to the perfect couple, focused as one on the goal of getting 
the lowest scores they can, beating the reality on the par 5 to get that elusive eagle, whilst at the same 
time cocking their game up just enough so the Handicap Secretary doesn’t Rule 19 them before the end 
of the Season. In fairness, generally now you’ve got to get the Par 3’s, 4’s and 5’s in 3 to have much 
chance of increasing your points as not many pairs have any 5’s or many 4’s on their eclectic card. 
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(Ian, Tom and Alan can skip this section) In keeping with the society tradition of being at the cutting 
edge of technology the Society  now has a Web site. To access the web site please go to the following 
address 
 

http://www.societygolfing.co.uk 
 

the Log In is    moretongrange 
 

and the password is   trembling 
 

Give it a try, and leave a message of support on the ‘Bulletins’ page. Plans are afoot for a more user 
friendly and Society specific web site, but this probably won’t be available until the end of the Winter 
season. 
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This month saw all the Semi Final matches played on the Society Day, and the tradition of close results 
was continued (relatively so); in practice I hear that both matches were actually a lot closer than the 
scores suggest, and all four semi finalists enjoyed their matches (though a couple more than the other 
two). To summarise, the Semi  Finals results were as follows;- 
 

Ian Taylor beat Peter Smythe 5 and 4 
 

Alan Bennett beat Pete Conner 3 and 2 
 

The Grand Final therefore, which is due to be played at the next Society match (the last of the 
Summer Season) at Woolton Golf Course consists of Ian Taylor playing Alan Bennett. 
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The opportunity was taken during the month to Rule 19 a Society member, with the unfortunate victim 
member having his handicap altered for no particular reason reduced to reflect his playing ability. This 
was actually decided by an external Golf Society (West Hoyle) who also saw fit to increase another 
members Handicap to reflect the fact that he was playing worse. In practice, the Society has recognised 
that there needs to be a slight change in the way Handicaps are determined and this will be discussed in 
more detail at the next Society Committee meeting – watch this space. 
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In an attempt to continue to widen the golf knowledge base of the average member of the Society 
beyond that picked up from certain very loud and vocal elder members of the Society, we continue with 
the Dictionary of Golf. This month, several terms to be heard when discussing Competition types;- 
 
Best Ball;- tournament format in which only the lowest score of a foursome needs to be fudged, and 
rather than cheating individually, all the players team up to cheat as a group. 
 
Better Ball;- tournament format in which the lower of two scores made by a twosome on a hole is 
entered in the column of the score card under the name of the player with the highest Handicap. 
 
Four Ball;-  a match in which four golfers each play their own balls until they have lost everyone on 
them, at which point play shifts to a “no ball” format and they head to the clubhouse for a round of 
drinks. 
 
Match;-  a hole-by-hole golfing competition in which your skill is pitted against your opponents luck. 
 
Medal Play;- a golfing competition whose outcome is determined by the total number of strokes 
forgotten during the entire round. 
 
Pro-Am;-  Charity golf tournament in which mid-to-high handicappers who spend most of their golfing 
lives playing with a bunch of inconsiderate jerks who can’t break 100 get a chance to play a round of 
golf with an inconsiderate jerk who can easily break 70. 
 
Texas Scramble;- tournament format in which all the members of a foursome drive and then hit 
successive shots from the ball position of the player with the best lie or the loudest mouth. 
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These are again from a book called ‘Discussions On a Golf Course’, and are things people have actually 
said word for word, taken down and now published by Club With No Balls - some of these are a bit 
unbelievable;–  
 
Q: The youngest son, the twenty-year-old, how old is he? 
 
Q: Were you present when your picture was taken? 
 
Q: So the date of conception (of the baby) was August 8th? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And what were you doing at that time? 
 
Q: How was your first marriage terminated? 
A: By death. 
Q: And by whose death was it terminated? 
 
Q: Can you describe the individual? 
A: He was about medium height and had a beard. 
Q: Was this a male, or a female? 
 
Q: Is your appearance here this morning pursuant to a deposition notice which I sent to your attorney? 
A: No, this is how I dress when I go to work. 
 
Q: Doctor, how many autopsies have you performed on dead people? 
A: All my autopsies are performed on dead people. 
 
Q: All your responses must be oral, OK? What school did you go to? 
A: Oral. 
 
Q: Do you recall the time that you examined the body? 
A: The autopsy started around 8:30 p.m. 
Q: And Mr. Dennington was dead at the time? 
A: No, he was sitting on the table wondering why I was doing an autopsy. 
 
Q: Are you qualified to give a urine sample? 
A: Are you taking the p!!s 
 
Q: Doctor, before you performed the autopsy, did you check for a pulse? 
A: No. 
Q: Did you check for blood pressure? 
A: No. 
Q: Did you check for breathing? 
A: No. 
Q: So, then it is possible that the patient was alive when you began the autopsy? 
A: No. 
Q: How can you be so sure, Doctor? 
A: Because his brain was sitting on my desk in a jar 
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The above event is soon upon us, and for some of you (depending on when you receive this 
Newsletter) it may have already arrived or past. This is on the 3rd November in the Bar of 
the Grange Public House starting at 8pm. During the evening several prizes / 
trophies will be awarded to those who deserve them, for the rest of us it’s a 
time to offer gentle clapping and loud barracking from the rear stalls. 
Anyway, this is you event so be there and make up the numbers. 
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As well as the monthly Society Trophies that are awarded to those lucky B!!!!!d’s who happen to play 
their best golf on a Society day (and not on a range hitting day like the rest of use), we thought it would 
be a good idea to remind you of all the other Society trophies that are available on a seasonal basis, just 
in case you thought you could have a chance of picking one of these up instead. 
 

1) CMP Cup 
To be a Texas Scramble Day, the 4 members of the winning team to be awarded mini cups and names on 
trophy which the Society would retain. Teams to be decided on day, using 4 ‘seeded’ groups. To be played at 
the 1st Day of the Winter Season, probably at Denbigh (Arm bands and rubber dinghy’s optional) 
 

2) Charter Cup 
The Charter Cup is an Invitation Day, based on a Stapleford Competition and with any number of guests�
invited. This was played for on the 30th September 2007 at Northrop Golf Course. The winning person to be 
awarded mini Trophy and name on Cup which the Society would�retain.  

 

3) Challenge Cup 
The Challenge Cup is to be for match against an opposing team, this year the Blue Anchor Golf Society. The 
winning Team Name on trophy which the Society would retain. Teams to be decided by the Captain and Vice 
Captain. Date 13th October 2007 at the Mollington Grange Golf Club. 
 

4) SAZ Trophy 
The winner of the Summer Season Knockout Tournament – (you may be out of this already) 
 

5) Summer Pairs Trophy 
The eclectic round consisting of the lowest score for each hole achieved by the pair over 
the Summer Season is applied to the Hoylake course at the end of the season, using the 
end of season Handicaps for the players. The highest Stapleford Pairs score win the 
trophy. (A bit random on the grounds that not actually played on Hoylake course, and pair 
can play sh!!e with just a few good holes over the season and still win – but this goes for us 
all) 
 

6) Best Golfer 
A measure of performance over the whole season. Average of best 4 Net scores over summer season based on 
non hobbled handicap. Then deduct one shot for each ‘Nearest The Pin’ and ‘Longest Drive’ Trophy won. 
Winner is the person with the best Net Score averaged over the whole season. To qualify, player must have 
taken part in at least 4 matches over the 6 match Summer Season (as Denbigh abandoned). 
 

7) Players Player 
This would be voted on at the end of the last Society Day by all Society members by secret ballot; (postal 
votes for those who can’t attend the do). 
 

8) Most Improved Player. 
The winner to be decided by the Captain and the Vice Captain. 

 
So there you have it, plenty of opportunities for you to clap other members enthusiastically at the 
Summer Season Awards Evening as they collect those awards that you only just missed. 
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We’ve either all done it, or experienced it, but enough of that 
later. In the meantime lets talk about the dangers of being the 
group of golfers in front of either big hitters or impatient golfers, 
and sometimes both. There you are, carefully lining up for your 
second shot, a nice 4 iron onto the centre of the green, when from 
behind comes that distant call “Fore” and a ball comes shooting 
past you. And all because the golfers behind you are not displaying etiquette 
 

Whilst you may have good reason to be fed up with waiting for the Group in front of you (see 
below) don’t hit your ball off too early. There’s really nothing much too gain, as all you 
will do is;- 
a) annoy them so they won’t wave you through, 
b) you’ll just catch up with them and be even closer behind for the rest of the round, 
c) you’ll almost guarantee that you’ll put them off their game so much that they’ll 

start taking scuff shots or only getting the ball 30 yds a time, thus slowing their. 
And your, game done further. 

 
Basically, wait until they have played their shots and are moving up the course and are 

out of your achievable range. That includes your best achievable range 
 
In the event that you do hit that shot of a lifetime and accidentally get within range of the group ahead, 
then  

a) remember to shout “fore” at a volume they are likely to be able to hear, and before the ball 
actually strikes them on the back of the head, 

b) remember to wave your apologies when they turn around and shake their fists at you 
c) make a mental note pf who they are and what they are wearing and avoid them like the plague in 

the clubhouse offer to buy them a drink when you get to the clubhouse, saying something along 
the lines of “my god, I’ve never hit a 5 iron that far before in my life” 

 
Of course there are several things that you can do to help prevent this ‘Golf rage’;- 
 

1) leave a note on the tee, preferably hand written in blood for effect, that in the event that one or 
more of the following groups balls come anywhere near you that you will take this as a sign that 
they want you to walk back with their ball / balls and check it / them for fit size in one or more of 
their bodily orifices, 

2) ensure that you follow the golfing adage of playing at a pace to “keep up with the Group in front, 
not just ahead of the Group behind” – easier said than done if you are a four ball in the middle of 
two 2 balls. 

3) Don’t spend more than 5 minutes looking for your lost balls, go and see a Doctor after the match, 
drop one and play on, or  

4) in the event that you are looking for a lost ball, wave the following group through if they are 
waiting to go. 

5) If you, or any of your Group, hit a ball which you think you may not find, encourage them to hit 
a Provisional Ball there and then.  

6) Avoid playing the Hoylake Course on a Tuesday morning, the Seniors are out and they all take 
their time (well they’ve got nothing much else to do) 

 
 

No charge for these gems from the Moreton Grange Golf Academy. 
�
�
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The order in which players should take their shots is largely determined by Rule 10, which as normal has 
lots of words which basically can be condensed as follows. 
 
At the start of the Round;- 
Strictly the order of play should be determined by the order in which the draw 
has been made, i.e. first out of the hat goes first, or if this is not known, then 
order is decided by lots. However it is traditional for the player with the lowest 
handicap to go first, then 2nd lowest, and so on. 
In the event that one of the players needs to take a provisional shot then they 
must wait until all of the other players in their group have taken their first shot. 
 
During the Round;- 
The player whose ball is furthest from the Pin should take their shot first. This 
applies even if a ball has gone past the hole. In practice, especially on a very large green, most players 
let everyone get on the green with their approach shots before deciding the final order of playing shots. 
 
Playing out of Turn. 
In Medal Play 10.1.c. If a player plays when his opponent should have played, there is no penalty, but 
the oppoenent may immediately require the player to cancel the stoke so made, and in the correct order, 
play another ball from as near to the spot from where the origianl ball was played. Beware, if you have 
played out of order and your ball has gone out of bounds, or into a Hazard, or only 30yds, then your 
opponents are likley to pretend they don’t care about the order, and let your shot stand. But if your ball 
has gone like a bullet and landed 2’ from the pin, your opponents are very likley to require you to take 
your mirical shot again. And you can’t do a thing about it. 
 

In Stroke Play 10.2.c. If a competitor plays out of turn, there is no penalty 
and the ball is played as it lies. If however, the Committee determines that 
competitors have agreed to play out of turntogive one of them an advantage 
theyare disqulaified. 
 Beware, if you have played out of order and your ball has gone out of 
bounds, or into a Hazard, or only 30yds, then your opponents will just say 
“bad luck”, equlaly if your ball has gone like a bullet and landed 2’ from the 
pin, your opponents can do little about it either. 
  
 
If there are any rules which you are un certain about, and which you would 

like explained in a way that will make you even more confused, then please let me know and I’ll try my 
best to be as vague as possible. 
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The following Society match, the Seventh and final one of the Summer Season, is at Woolton Golf 
Course, on the 30th September 2007, 1100 tee off, arrive 1000  for bacon butties, meal included, £42.50 
all in. This will be Captains Day, a Stapleford Competition, and Knockout Finals Day. 
 


