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Welcome to the November issue of the Newsletter.  
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The first fixture of the winter season saw us travel to the new (for us) course of Mersey Valley by 
Warrington. This was the first Society venture east of the mighty River Mersey, and for some even the 
thought of venturing through Scouse land was too much too handle (you know who you are). Despite 
this 16 members turned up and enjoyed what was a nice (if not flatish) course, some glorious weather 
(for the time of year), some lovely home cooked food and excellent golf. 
 

In line with the wishes of the members, the Winter season being mainly for fun, the format 
played was that of Texas Scramble. After some extended, and often lively debate in the club 
house (over some delicious bacon butties), the rules were agreed, the teams selected, and 
off we went. Our new Captain immediately stamped his authority on the Society by totally 
confusing the leading group as they set off in search of wet and buried balls off the first 
Tee, however this was soon corrected by yelling down the Fairway “just ignore him, 
he’ll soon get the hang of his responsibilities”. 
 

As said earlier on, the course was relatively flat (something our more elder members are always glad of) 
and fairly wet under foot. The Tee’s were generally a lovely shade of brown, and finding some where 
where you could gain a secure footing was sometimes a task in itself. 
 

Texas Scramble is very much a team game, where you get 4 attempts to get the ball in to the best 
location possible from the best previous lie possible. This also has the advantage of ironing out any 
differences in Handicaps across the team, with the inevitable result that the points are usually quite 
close, as below 
 

After all teams had returned and the cards checked, the results were as follows 
 

1st  Neil McNay, Peter Smythe, Pete Conner and Andy Harvey  49 net 59 Stapleford 
 

2nd Graham Butterworth, Gary Cooper, Dave O’Rorke & Steve Lawton 52 net 56 Stapleford 
 

3rd Ralph Vaughan, Dave Worron, Carl Hayhurst & Graham Coupe 53 net  55 Stapleford 
 

4th Pete McNay, Graham Almond, Alan Bennett & Tom Rogers  54 net  54Stapleford 
 
 
With the match being played for the CMP Cup, the Winners names will now go onto 
the trophy, and they will each receive, as a fitting momentoe of their efforts, a slap 
on the back a smallish (probably biggish in that Peter buys the trophies) trophy to 

keep forever. 
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The first (and last) team event of the season took place on Sunday 29th October 2006 when the Grange 
Golf Society took on members of Leasowe Golf Club at their home course of Leasowe. The weather was 
good, the conditions better, and the strongest team that our Captain could muster assembled ready and 
willing to retain the Challenge Cup. Apparently the first hiccup was that we were a couple of players 
short (the words late night / early morning /hangover come to mind) but we soon over came that; we 
took on a couple of their bystanders, which turned out to be quite a smart move really. Now we were 
ready for the off, and off we went down the fairways full of hopes, long drives, high hitting balls and 
decisive putts. Unfortunately, despite all concerned rising to the occasion and playing as well as the 
Society could expect, in the end when it wasn’t quite enough. The locals knew their course (ie their 
Local Knowledge of Leasowe was much better than ours, as looking over the hedge whilst passing on a 
bus does not count as gaining knowledge) and in the end it showed. When all the challengers and 
members had entered the clubhouse and the scores added up it turned out the Challengers had won by 12 
matches to 4 (at least I think that’s right). The smart move referred to earlier on was that 2 of our wins 
were by the bystanders, and one other was by a ‘Ringer’, with the fourth being our own Captain (at the 
time) who came thru to lead by example. The word on the ground is that it was actually a lot closer than 
the result would suggest, with several individual matches running close to the wire. 

In the end however whilst the Challenge Cup was not regained, it still remains on show in the Grange 
Golf Society Trophy Cabinet where Peter’s wife and children can look at it every time they have dinner, 
or until such time as the cabinet up in the Grange when all in sundry can gaze in awe (and if we don’t 
get it engraved no one needs know any different). 
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The above event took place on the 11th November in the 
Bar of the Grange Public House. Proceedings started just 
before 8pm with rounds of drinks being bought at the bar, 
and these type of proceedings continued through out the 
evening, with short intervals for the Award Giving and 
part taking of food. 

During the evening several prizes / trophies were awarded 
to those who deserve them, a summary of which is given 
below for those who were unable to attend. �
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Won by our very own Charterhouse Boy (and newly appointed Captain) Neil 
McNay. See report on this notable achievement in Octobers newsletter. 
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Enough said about this one earlier in this newsletter, apart from Well Done to 
all the Team Members who represented the Society. 

 
 
 



The Moreton Grange Golf Society November 2006 Newsletter  

Page 3 of 6 

�#$���� ���%������������	�&	��'��������	���	�(�

The culmination of many matches held over the Summer Season, the 
eventual winner being Dave O'Rorke. See report on this notable 
achievement in Octobers newsletter. 
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With the Summer Season finally over the scores were entered in to the computer and adjustments made 
for the closing season handicaps. All in all it was a very close result, as can be seen below. Just to 
remind everyone of the rules;- 

1) You play the competition as a Pair, even if your partner never turns up (see how well Graham ‘B’ 
did despite never seeing his partner. Your Partner doesn’t even need to turn up for the Awards 
Evening, they just have to help get you to the Award. 

2) Over the whole of the summer season your eclectic score is assembled for the ‘Best Round’, ie the 
lowest score on any 1st hole, any 2nd, any 3rd etc etc. 

3) This ‘best’ round is ‘played’ on the Hoylake course, using the average of your combined end of 
season handicaps, and your Stapleford score calculated. The highest Stapleford score wins. 

4) Despite the apparent randomness of the method, the fact remains that the competition is won by the 
most consistent golfers, who get out to Society events on a regular basis (and who hit the odd 
amazing hole just to boost their score). 

The over all results were;- 

1st Place  Gary Cooper & Graham Coupe 61 Stapleford  

2nd Place  Dave O’Rorke & Peter Smythe 60 Stapleford  
  Carl Hayhurst & Pete Conner  60 Stapleford  

3rd Place Neil McNay & Steve Crawford 59 Stapleford  

4th Place Graham Butterworth & ?  57 Stapleford  
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If you thought the rules behind the above Award were complicated, wait for this one. The award tries to 
reflect the best consistent golfer over the season, by means of the following;- 

1) for each course calculate the individual ‘net’ score, ie if you were playing off a summer season 
handicap of 10 and shot 84 on a par 72 course your ‘net’ score would be +2. 

2) take the sum of the individuals best 5 ‘net’ scores over the whole season (you have to play at least 5 
matches to qualify for this award) 

3) then make an adjustment of –1 for each Nearest-the-Pin and/or Longest Drive won during the 
season. 

4) The end result is your ‘Best Golfer’ score. 

Having burnt out several computers in generating and analysing the available data, and then resorting to 
old fashioned pen and paper, and finally throwing a load of names up in the air and picking them off the 
floor in order, the following results resulted. 
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1st Place  Peter Smythe   with 22 points 

2nd Place  Ralph Vaughan   with 23 points 

3rd Place Tom Rogers & Dave O’Rorke with 35 points 

4th Place  Graham Almond  with 37 points 
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This ones dead simple (that’s the rules governing the Award, not the 
Awardee), where by all members get to vote for the Golfer that they feel 
best represents the true essence of golfing, as perhaps summarised by the 
R & A guideline “The Game relies on the integrity of the individual to 
…. abide by the rules. All players should conduct themselves in a 
disciplined manner, demonstrating courtesy and sportsmanship at all 
times, irrespective of how competitive they may be. This is the Spirit of 
the game of golf”.  After a close vote, Peter Smythe narrowly beat Ralph 
Vaughan to this by one vote, and in true tradition celebrated by blowing 
a raspberry in Ralph’s direction and going “Na Na Ne Na Na” repeatedly 
for quite some time after the announcement; a True Gentleman. 
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This is awarded to the person who gives the captain the biggest Bung  the 
Captain believes to be the most deserving member, which could be a 
combination of best improved, friendliest, played the most jammy shots, 
nearest to the Bar, best set of golf clubs, etc, but most of all is the most 
deserving of the Award. This year the prize went to our very own Graham 
Coupe; well deserved Graham. 
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Just a quick reminder of those members who achieved this during the season (not always the longest but 
often the most accurate as they hit the fairway);- 
Steve Lawton  Neil McNay  Steve  Galt 
Ralph Vaughan Carl Hayhurst  Graham Butterworth 
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Just a quick reminder also of those members who achieved this during the season (not always the longest 
but often the most accurate as they hit the fairway);- 
 

Ian Taylor  Peter Smythe  Ralph Vaughan Pete Conner 
R Reyner   Graham Coupe  Graham Butterworth   
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In order to increase the number of people able to win an award (otherwise they may not come back next 
year if they don’t pick anything up) the following members achieved the accolade of the highest net 
score on the day, whilst at the same time actually finishing every hole.. 
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Ian Twining   Jimmy Heron  Gordon Evans  Andy Harvey  Gary Cooper 
Graham Almond  Alan Harding   Alan Bennett   Dave Worron 
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This award isn’t as bad as it appears (actually it is but we don’t 
want him to feel to bad). Put simply it is awarded to the 
member with the Highest Net score of any match of the 
season. The results are as follows;- 
 

1st  Andy Harvey +35 over par 
2nd Alan Bennett +31 over par 
3rd  Jimmy heron +28 over par 
4th Gordon Evans +26 over par 

 
In order to qualify for this award you must finish every hole; if you pick your ball up at any time then 
your out of the running. Of course, if we were too drop this rule, and apply a score of 10 to each hole 
where a pick up occurred the following scores would result;- 
 

1st  Dave Evans +47 over par 
2nd  Dave Evans +40 over par 
3rd Andy Harvey +35 over par 
4th  Dave Evans +33 over par 

 
You may have noticed a disturbing trend in the above results, but no worries, we have now convinced 
Dave that he doesn’t need to play 1 ½ rounds each time he goes out, so hopefully next year there will be 
a more even spread of highest scores. 
 

The final task of the evening (apart from the drinking) 
was for the old Captain to handover to the new Captain, 

which apparently went really well. Neil eventually 
managed to grab the mike out of Nigel's hand and say a 
few words of thanks etc, and we are all sure that Nigel 
will not come to regret his choice as the new Seasons 

progress. After all, how hard can it be, turn up, hit your 
balls straight, nod to the members and stride off 
down the fairway muttering about bad slices, 

unlucky bounces, gusts of wind etc.  
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A woman was out golfing one day when she hit the ball into the woods. She went into the woods to look 
for it and found a frog in a trap. The frog said to her, "If you release me from this trap, I will grant you 
three wishes." The woman freed the frog, and the frog said, "Thank you, but I failed to mention that 
there was a condition to your wishes. Whatever you wish for, your husband will get times ten!" The 
woman said, "That's okay." For her first wish, she wanted to be the most beautiful woman in the world. 
The frog warned her, "You do realise that this wish will also make your husband the most handsome 
man in the world, an Adonis whom women will flock to". The woman replied, "That's okay, because I 
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will be the most beautiful Woman and he will have eyes only for me." So, KAZAM-she's the most 
beautiful Woman in the world! For her second wish, she wanted to be the richest woman in the world. 
The frog said, "That will make your husband the richest man in the world. And he will be ten times 
richer than you." 

The woman said, "That's okay, because what's mine is his and what's his is mine." So, KAZAM-she's the 
richest woman in the world! The frog then inquired about her third wish, and she answered, "I'd like a 
mild heart attack." 

 
Moral of the story: Women are clever. Don't mess with them. 
 
Attention female readers : This is the end of the joke for you. Stop here and continue 
feeling good. 
 
Male readers: Please read on. 
  
The man had a heart attack ten times milder than his wife. 
 
Moral of the story: Women are really dumb but think they're really smart. Let them 
continue to think that way and just enjoy the show 
 
PS: If you are a woman and are still reading this; it only goes to show that women never listen!!! 
 

����
�
��#��,����!�#	�1	���	���������	�
This Month – nothing, have a month off playing it your own way. 
 
No charge for these gems from the Moreton Grange Golf Academy. 
�
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To summarise;- as above 
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The next Society match is at Holywell Golf Course on the 28th January 2007, 
(1000hrs tee time), although there is also a members day out on the 10th 
December at Carden Park.  Please contact Society Fixtures Secretary, Andy 
Harvey (07768 271 822) to guarantee a tee.  
 
 
 
 
 

Finally may we wish all our members and their families a 
very Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year. 

 


