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Welcome to the October issue of the Newsletter.  
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The penultimate (now there’s a big word for so early in the newsletter) fixture of the summer saw us 
travel to Northrop on the 24th September 2006. In total 15 players turned out; whether there were more 
that set out and got lost on the way is any ones guess as no one would own up to this. All that is known 
is that Dave Evans does appear at last to have mastered his Sat Nav System and found his way there on 
his own. As previously little is known of events of that day, no doubt all had a good time and looking at 
the scores, no one did  a round and a half like last time.  
 

Anyway, following what will have been an enjoyable day of golf on what probably proved to be a 
challenging course the final results of the match were: 

 

‘Medal’;-   Ralph Vaughan (68 net) 
Stapleford Winner;-  Ralph Vaughan (39 points) 
Longest Drive;- Ralph Vaughan 
Was anyone else playing this week 
Nearest the Pin;- Graham Butterworth 
Match day Pairs;- Ralph Vaughan & Ian Taylor 
Gary Cooper & Graham Coupe (42 points)�
 

The last fixture of the summer season saw us travel to a new (for us) course of Eaton on the 22nd October 
2006. It has to be said that the weather was not brilliant, in fact its probably the first time we have had 
prolonged rain on a Society Day for the last year and half. In total 14 players turned out, which was a bit 
disappointing for the last game, but understandable as we choose the half term weekend. 
 

This being the Captains Day all golfers were seen off 
the first tee by the retiring Captain, thus ensuring they 
walked the right way down the fairway. Many a 
member was impressed by this display of etiquette, 
though a few had to be told who he was prior to the 
royal handshake. Also to make the day more special, 
the Captain provided some prizes of his own, and then 
proceeded to go out and try and win at least one of 
them. Despite this, others came though, with Graham 
certainly needing a third putter, Carl believing that the 
umbrella would have helped if the prize had been 
dished out before the days play started, and Tom ‘you 
can never have enough balls’ Rogers getting more 
balls. But seriously, thanks for that Nigel, a very kind 
and generous thought. 
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Eaton was a new course to us, and certainly a challenge. Whilst the fairways were good (if not a bit 
damp), the rough was rough (and very wet – believe me, I spent enough time in it to know) and the 
greens, well the greens. You’d think a posh course like this would be able to afford a decent 5T towing 
roller and get them a bit flatter wouldn’t you. 
 
At the start of the day, the rumour was that we needed to look out for the water, plenty 
of it to avoid we were told. Little did we know, this was not the flat horizontal type of 
water marked by red or yellow posts, this was the round vertical type of water 
distinguished by brightly coloured umbrellas seen walking around the course held by 
trudging golfers making squelchy sounds with their feet.  
 
After completion of the Days golfing it was good to retire to the relative peace and quiet (and dryness) 
of the 19th hole and chew over tales of golfing prowess whilst sipping a few pints and eating a fabulous 
Scouse. This was made all the more convivial by the formal wear dress code; a few members would like 
to make this a regular thing (obviously those who don’t iron their own clothes). 
 

This was also the Charters Cup Invitation day, and as such 
it was very fitting that this should be won by our very own 
Neil McNay, who himself works for Charters. No doubt 
this will go down well with his Managing Director, who 
whilst showing his appreciation with a big fat bonus (you 
wish), may also realise why Neil has been sneaking off 
early every Friday for the last two months – preparation and 
practice are everything aren’t they Neil. 
  
Anyway, following a very enjoyable day of golf on what 
proved to be a challenging course the final results of the 
match were: 

 
‘Medal’;-   Neil McNay (77 net) 
Stapleford Winner;-  Neil McNay (31 points) 
Longest Drive;- Carl Hayhurst 
Nearest the Pin;- Graham Coupe 
Match day Pairs;- Gary Cooper & Graham Coupe (42 points) 

�
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Now that the Summer Season has closed the final scores have been added to the computer, the closing 
handicaps entered and winners and losers emerge. Whilst the result will have to wait until after the 
Summer Prize presentation evening the following gems of information have been gleaned from ‘Club 
with No Balls’ waste paper bin. 
 

�  Of the 12 sets of pairs who actually played more than one round between them, three of these pairs 
only ever saw one of them on the course over the whole season. Fair play to Steve ‘strange putter’ 
Lawton who turned up month after month despite never seeing his partner. Jimmy ‘Jet Setter’ Heron 
and Graham ‘don’t talk when I’m talking’ Butterworth gave up the ghost after a couple matches of 
never seeing their partner. 

�  A low gross score is no match for a high combined Handicap, the latter far out weighs the former. 
�  The more games you play between you the greater your chances of getting a low eclectic score. 
�  At the end of the day it all comes down to a reasonable amount of good luck; get those low scores on 

the Hoylake Equivalent par 5 holes, and your laughing. 
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In view of the no (or low) show Partner situations experienced during the 
summer months the Committee decided at the AGM that next time persons 
can choose their partner for the Summer season (there being no Pairs 
Competition in the Winter). So you have all Winter to select your partner and 
let the Secretary know; at least then you are the master of your own destiny. 
PS just so you know, at least 4 players have all nominated Graham 
Butterworth for their partner. And remember, at least choose some one who 
knows how to play golf, not unlike the poor unfortunate sole on the right. 

�
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As the end of the Season approached, the Handicap Secretary noted that his computer had finally 
churned out a number, all be it that it was the wrong number. Therefore, to celebrate this momentous 
occasion the Moreton Grange Handicap Committee sat in the comfort of the Eaton Golf Clubhouse and 
decided on your handicaps for the Winter season. These have no doubt been imparted to you, but if not 
please refer to the Summer Season Summary Sheet you’ll get at the Summer Do. Now when you see 
this, please be assured that the number handicap assigned to you has been estimated calculated based on 
many (far too many to mention) combined years of golfing experience and represents that value which 
the Committee feels will pose no threat to them winning next year you deserve based on your playing 
achievements during the Summer Season. And, before you ask, despite how your handicap may appear, 
the number was determined prior to the rounds of golf, and not afterwards following several pints of 

particularly strong lager.  
 

Of course, if you believe that you have been unfairly penalised, 
please feel free to approach the Handicap Secretary with your 

thoughts, but bear in mind that all you will may get is ‘go away, 
or I’ll Rule 19 you even lower’.  
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The last day of the Summer Season saw the Final of the SAZ Knockout Trophy. Despite the hype the 
event turned out to be a relatively good match, with Dave O’Rorke and Alan Bennett both determined to 
make a good match of it.  
 

There was not much too choose between the two players, especially after the first 
drive off the first tee. This ‘even’ start lasted for the first few holes, well 4 
actually, after that they were generally equal after the tee drives, it was just that 

Dave was always 1 off the tee whilst Alan often found himself 3 off the tee. In the event 
Dave O’rorke held his own (well no one else would hold it for him) and after some good 
shots and putts, the summer season ended with Dave winning 6 and 5 over Alan. 

 
When ‘Club with no Balls’ approached the winner for a comment in his moment of 
glory he was found (for once) to be speechless, or rather gasping for breath having 
walked a long way up and down the fairways. Despite this your intrepid reporter was 
able to catch the odd words such as “mask”, “oxygen”, “get me”, “show the young 

pretender”, but was unable to make much sense of it. 
 

In order to retrieve something for the article CWNB’s approached the runner up, who limited his 
comments to something along the lines of “let the old fart win something this season”, “on the day the 
best player won, Dave played his round better than I played mine and deserved his win”. 
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This was held on the 19th October 2006; just in case you have’nt seen the minutes a quick precise of the 
relevant bits is given below;- 

�  Appointmemnt of Officers – see below. 

�  Appointment of Honouree Memebers – just goes to show that old Golf offciers don’t die, they just 
hold their tees differently. 

�  We will get our Trophy Cabinet and flyers up in the Grange – honest we will Tom. 

�  The Winter Society matches are going to be just for fun – obviously the Summer matches are all 
serious like, though no one seems to have told us before. 

�  Old Trophies can be handed back in to Peter if there cluttering up your sideboard – could be said to 
be a kick in the teeth for the majority of us who’ve not been lucky to win anything yet, 

�  We won’t be affiliating ourselves with the Saughall Pub instead of the Grange – basically whilst it’s 
a good idea we can’t afford a complete set of new embroidereed clothing at this stage. 

�
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With the AGM having been held on the 19th October 2006 it would be prudent to remind those members 
who couldn’t be arsed to turn up who has been elected, or re-elected, to run your Society. 

The Officers of the Society are elected by the members of the Society, and now consist of the 
following;- 

Chairman;-   Dave ‘to be 2 villas’ Evans 
 Captain;-  Neil ‘can I do better than me me’ McNay  

Secretary;-  Alan ‘don’t un-cross your legs’ Bennett 
 Treasurer;-  Peter ‘Bigger Moneybags’ Smythe 
 Handicap Secretary;- Dave ‘still can’t add up’ O’Rorke 
 Fixtures Secretary;- Andy ‘International Awayday’ Harvey 
 Admin Clerk;-  Dave ‘Villa’ Evans 
 Vice Captain;-  Tom ‘let’s join the Saughall’ Rogers 
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��	  slight 
chance that you don’t agree then tough, you’ve had your chance. However, as well as wishing that you 
had turned up to the AGM, start thinking about alternative nominations ready for next year. Just 
remember, most elected officials would just love some one else to step forward and relieve them, thus 
allowing them the opportunity to step back to the rank and file of the Society, and offer gentle 
barracking themselves of the decisions made. 
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The above event is soon upon us, and for some of you (depending on when you receive this 
Newsletter) it may have already arrived or past. This is on the 11th November in the Bar of 
the Grange Public House starting at 8pm. During the evening several prizes / 
trophies will be awarded to those who deserve them, for the rest of us it’s a 
time to offer gentle clapping and loud barracking from the rear stalls. 
Anyway, this is you event so be there and make up the numbers. 
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A little liquid refreshment at the nineteenth is of course all part of the game but the two 
Moretonions had partaken of nothing else but the national beverage throughout a long lunch 
break. They returned to the links and played five holes before collecting themselves and their 
thoughts together.  
"How do we stand?" Peter asked. "I dinna ken, Peter," Ralph spoke very carefully. "I'd say it was 
just a miracle."  
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What's your golf score?" the Moreton Grange Applications Secretary asked the prospective new 
member.  
"Well, not so good," replied the golfer. "It's 69."  
"Hey, that's not bad. In fact, it's very good."  
"Glad you think so. I'm hoping to do even better on the next hole," Alan confided.  
�
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Etiquette - The rules of behaviour in golf. There isn't room here for a complete list, but a few of the 
more important ones are:  

·  Never put tees in your nose.  
·  Always help to look for another players balls, irrespective of what funny places he may say he 

thought they were. 
·  Never sneeze into your glove.  
·  Always walk off the tee together, in that way you won’t get hit in the back of the head by a 

Provisional ball. 
·  Never concede a chip shot.  
·  Never wash your dirty clothes in a lateral water hazard. 
·  Never hold a ball for another player to hit.  
·  Never practice drives against a backboard.  
·  Never use a bucket and spade when stuck in a bunker 
·  Never wear golf shoes to a dance. 
·  Never tuck your shirt in to your socks 
  

If you know of any others please let me know; I’m always keen to build up my extensive knowledge of 
golf from rock bottom. 
 
No charge for these gems from the Moreton Grange Golf Academy. 
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With the end of the Season upon us it seemed timely to put aside the Rules for once, on the grounds that 
the main aim is to have fun and play fairly. So instead, as a one off, we have referred to the part of the 
Rules of Golf which is not a rule, namely “guidelines on the manner in which the game of golf should be 
played”. The R&A note that “If they are followed all players will gain maximum enjoyment from the 
game. The overriding principle is that consideration should be shown to others on the course at all 
times”. 
 
For example;- 
 
“Players should ensure that no one is standing where they can be hit by the club when making a stoke or 
practise swing”- always a bit difficult if its after our illustrious ex-Captains bad tee shot, the club could 
go any where.  
 
“Players should not play until the players in front are out of range” – this includes making practice shots 
at them, or using them as ‘2 points for a moving target’ because they are too f!!!ing slow. 
 
“ If a player plays a ball in a direction where there is a danger of hitting some one he should immediately 
shout a warning” - the traditional word of warning is “Fore”, and not ‘get out of the way you silly old 
git’ or ‘keep an eye on my ball as you fall to the ground, I can’t afford to lose another Strata Provi 1’. 
 
“Players should ensure that any electronic device taken onto the course does not distract other players” 
– do you find those electric golf trolleys disturbing, Yes. In which case they should be banned. 
 
“Players should remain on or close to the putting green until all other players in the group have holed 
out” – in other words, don’t run off shouting “I’ve got a birdie” and equally don’t stomp off muttering 
“stupid game anyway”, at least not until the rest of us have also holed out. 
 
“Before leaving a bunker players should carefully make good any depressions etc” – in other words, 
don’t leave your size 10 footprints all over it, and then identify them when later on in the club house 
some following golfer moans about his ball being stuck in a huge man made depression in that bunker 
on the 9th. 
 
“Players should avoid causing damage to the course by removing divots when taking practice swings or 
by hitting the head of the club into the ground, whether in anger or for any other reason” – is there any 
other reason. 
 
To summarise;-  
 
“The Game relies on the integrity of the individual to …. abide by the rules. All players should conduct 
themselves in a disciplined manner, demonstrating courtesy and sportsmanship at all times, irrespective 
of how competitive they may be. This is the Spirit of the game of golf”.  

�
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The next Society match is at Mersey valley Golf Course near Widnes on Sunday 26th November (1030 
tee time), with the one after that at Holywell Golf Course on the 28th January 2007, (1000hrs tee time).  
Please contact Society Fixtures Secretary, Andy Harvey (07768 271 822) to guarantee a tee.  
 


